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FLOOD LOSSES AND SAVINGS FOR 1940 

By BENNETT SWENSON 

The monetary losses from floods during thc year have 
been estimated a t  more than $40,0001000 and a total of 60 
lives were lost. The savings as the result of the river and 
flood wnrning service is reported to have amounted t,o 
about 634 million dollars. The average annual loss for the 
period 1924 t.0 1940, inclusive, is about, $94,000,000 and 
the average annual savings nearly $15,000,000. The 
losses aad savings during the year 1940 are itemized by 
individual river basins in the table below. 

The outstanding floods of 1940 were the floods of August 
in the rivers in southern Virginia, the Carolinas, and 
eastern Tennessee which resulted from heavy rains accom- 
panying thc passage inland of a tropicad disturba.nce. 
The total losses from the,se floods have been estima.ted at 
a.bout $12,000,000 and 40 lives. 

Another tropical disturbance n-hich moved inland over 
southwestern Louisiana and eastern Texas during August, 
was responsible for severe flooding in that area., with 
daniages amount,ing t.0 aboiit, $6,000,000, most,ly to 
growing crops. 

Ot,her important, floods occurred in the Sacramento 
River in February and March wit,h losses e,stimated a t  
about $S,OOO?OOO, nncl in the small stjreams of northeastern 
Nebraska during June where damages nmoun ted to nearly 
$2,000,000 and five lives were lost. 
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XISBISSIPPI BYBTEM---COD. 

Arkansas Barin 

Woodward, Okla..-. -. . . . . . _ _  . -. -. 
Canton, Okla. - -. -. ... .--. . . - ...__. .. 
Yukon, Okla __.____..__ _ _  __._..._____ 

Canadian, Tey ... ...- .. ~. ...... .. _... 

Union. Okla..- - ____..._..__.._ _ _  ..._ 

Korth Canadian: 

Canadian: 

;I 
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9-10 

6 
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26 
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22 

6 3  
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rune 12 

rune ID 
rune 22 

_- 

6 
26 

7 26 

Red Ba8i11 
Bnlpbar: 

Ringo Crossing, Tex.1. _...__ __.__..__ 
Naples, Tex _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _____._. . . -. 

WEST GULF OF MEXICO DRAINAGE 

Sabine: Logansport. La. -. . . . -. . . . . . . 
Trinity: 

Dallas, Ten ____._ --.. -.-.. ..._.___ 

Trinidad, Tea -... -. . . -. .. . ... . -. ___._ 
Long Lakc. Tex ._.____..____.______.. 
Liberty, Tex _ _ _ _ _ _  ~ _..__._____ __. .- 

43.0 

I .  - ~~~ 

I Continued into following month. 
2 Continued from preceding month. 

4 Occasionally above flood stage due to operations of Dam No. 24. 
8 Stages estimated. 
e No report July 4-0: crest of flood probably about 26.1 on 6th. 

An estimated 1.0 to 1.5 feet of rise doe to hack water irom darn (Santpc-Cooper projoct). 
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Mobile Airport .__.__ 
Ruby ..__._._.___... 
Pine Bluff ._._______ 
Happy Camp ___..__ 
Idalia .__._._________ 

I From records furnished by the American Red Cross. 
3 Incomplete; severe floods occurred in August in the YadBin River where 4 lives were lost, but figures on losses are not availahle. 
a $2OO,Mx, in Cataraugua County, M. Y., in June. 

In. 
15.54 
6.45 
9.23 
1.92 
7.87 

4 Includes all agricultural losses. 
6 From records furnished by United States engineers. 
0 From records furnished by Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Union Springs ____.__ 
Welton _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Rogers. ___._.._______ 
136 stations _.___..____ 
2 station3 ._______. _ _ _  
Eey West _____. _.___ 

Fort Valley- _ _ _ _  ___. 
Grand View .__.______ 
Chester- ____________. 
Kentland __________.. 
New Hampton _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Medora _____.________ 
Lovelaceville _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Monroe _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Chewsville, Md .__.__ 

CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA 
CONDENSED CLIMATBLOGICAL SUMMARY OF TEMPERATURE A N D  PRECIPITATION BY SECTIONS 

[For description of tables and Charts, see REVIEW, January, p. 311 

In  the following table are given for the various sections of the clirnatologicd service of the Weather Bureau the 
monthly average temperature and total rainfall; the stat.ions reporting the highest and lowest temperatures, with dates 
of occurrence; the stations reporting the greatest and lcnst total precipitation; and other d a h  a s  indicaked by the several 
headings. 

The mean temperature for each section, the highest and lowest temperatures, the a,verage precipit,ation, and the 
greatest and lewt monthly amounts are found by using all trustworthy records available. 

The mean departures from normal temperatures and precipitation are based only on records from stations that 
have 10 or more years of observations. Of course, the number of such records is smaller than the total number of 
stations. 

In. 
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i Temperaturo Precipitation 

I 12 I Monthly extremes 

I--- -________ 
F. F. 

Abbama .____.....___ 80.6 +.3  
Arizonia _._.._.____.._ 79.0 -1.2 
Arkansas ___.________. 81.2 f . 7  
California .-.-. .______ 73.4 - . 2  
Colorado .___...._.___ 68.6 -1.6 

4- Station 
2 
i! 

I 30 
1 1 5  

2 
22 
22 

1 9  

31 
17 
30 

1 
1 24 

22 
2 
9 

F. 
Madison __._____.... 57 
Alpine _____....____ 29 
3 stations ...-. __. . .53 
Tamarack 29 
Pearl.. ... ~ . -  .- 23 

Mason ___-___._ .... 63 

Blairsville.. __. . .. -. . 57 
Pelton’s Ranch.. .-. 24 
Sycamore _._.._...__ 44 
4 stations _.._.._..__. 42 
Decorah _.______.__._ 15 
St. Francis _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  51 
Farmers _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  51 
2 stations _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  61 

In. In. 
8 7.97 +2.61 

1 2  1.64 -.54 
1 5  4.82 +1.00 
27 .08 +.01 
11 2.31 +.I4 

24 10.02 f2.70 

18 7.18 f l . 38  

31 1 .73 f . 0 5  
4 2.75 -.49 

20 2.54 -.78 
13 2.24 -1.41 
11 3.05 --.a8 
21 5.51 4-1.32 
5 8.04 $1.84 

1 9  5.27 f.94 

Greattest monthly 

u Station 

5 
-4 

West Palm Beach 

Cornelia- -. . . . . . 
Salmon. - - - _ _  - - . -. 
Harrisburg .___ . . . . 
Cypress ___...____ .__ 
Keosauqua.-- -. -. . - - 
Colby. .________..__ 
Williamshurg. - - _ _ _  - 
Paradis (near) _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Airport. 
17.74 

11.66 
2. 55 
6.48 
7.48 
5.54 

11.04 
13.33 
14.64 

Least monthly 
-. .- - 

Otation 

4 

Maryland-Delaware-I 75.4 I +.2 I Dundalk. Md _ _ _ _ _ _ _  I 104 

See footnotes at end of table. 
Solomons, Md- I_ - . _ I  9.22 


